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WORLD

UNUSUAL SEASON

Their work has paved
new ways to treat
cancer, says jury

STOCKHOLM

THREE researchers from
the United States and
Britain yesterday shared
the Nobel Medicine Prize

for discoveries on how cells sense
and adapt to oxygen availability,

pavingthewayfornewcancer treat-
ments, theNobelAssembly said.
William Kaelin and Gregg Se-
menza of the US and Britain’s Pe-
ter Ratcliffe split the ninemillion
Swedish kronor (RM3.8 million)
award.
“They established the basis for
our understanding of how oxy-
gen l eve l s a f f e c t ce l lu l a r
metabolism and physiological
function,” the jury said, adding
that their researchhas “paved the
way for promising new strategies
to fight anaemia, cancer and

many other diseases”.
Kaelin, 61, works at theHoward
Hughes Medical Institute in the
US,while Semenza, 63, is director
of the Vascular Research Pro-
gramme at the John Hopkins In-
stitute for Cell Engineering.
Ratcliffe, 65, is director of clin-

ical research at the Francis Crick
Institute in London, and director
of the Target Discovery Institute
in Oxford.
Yesterday’s announcement
opened an unusual 2019 Nobel
season, in which two literature
laureates will be crowned after a

scandal postponed last year’s
award.
ThePeacePrizewill be awarded
in Oslo on Friday, with specula-
tion rife that Swedish teenage ac-
tivist Greta Thunberg could win
for her campaign to raise aware-
ness about climate change. AFP

(From left) British scientist Peter J. Ratcliffe and United States
scientists Gregg Semenza and William Kaelin. EPA PIC
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